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VIDEO EXCHANGE 
Dear Huskers: 

I represent a group of Husker fans 
who trade and collect tapes of past Ne- 
braska football games. Even though the 
group has over 150 games, they are still 
missing quite a few tapes, especially 
from the late 1970s and early 1980s. I 
have been asked to be their spokesman 
and help them obtain more games. 

If any Nebraska fan wishes to build 
up their library of tapes, please send me 
your list of games that you have in order 
that we may trade tapes. We are willing 
to trade two games for one in order to get 
the tapes that we are currently missing. 
Thank you. 

Jim Hoover 
6834 South 42nd Way 
Phoenix, Ariz 85040 


Dear Huskers: 
I have several Nebraska tapes from 
the 1970s and I am looking for more. 
With me, collecting tapes is strictly 
entertainment. 
] especially need the Notre Dame- 
Nebraska game and the 1976 Nebraska- 


Remember... 
Big Red tours 
are one of our 
specialties! 
Call on us to 
take you to the 
Husker action! 


Oklahoma game. 
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Ainsworth, Neb. 69210 
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OPTIMISTIC? 
Dear Huskers: 

The 1990 Husker season was adisap- 
pointment to me and the rest of the 
Nebraska fans around the nation. My 
questions to the Huskers ILLUSTRATED 
staff are the following. 

Where does Nebraska go from here? 
Can they go 7-4 next year? Was recruit- 
ing affected by last season? Was this 
just an off year? Were their any changes 
inthe weeks following the loss toGeorgia 
Tech in the Florida Citrus Bowl? 

I will continue to be a Husker fan (for 
the 52nd year), I will continue to sub- 
scribe to Huskers ILLUSTRATED and I will 
continue to envision a good season in 
1991, with wins over Oklahoma and 
Colorado. 

Gordon J. Inglis 
Denver, Colo. 
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Gordon: First, Nebraska has more than 
enough talent coming back next sea- 
son. Nebraska will return Mickey Jo- 
seph, Mike Grant and Tom Haase at 
quarterback and some of the finest re- 
ceivers in the nation in Jon Bostick, 
William Washington and Johnny 
Mitchell. Tight end Chris Garrett will 
also return after missing most of last 
season with an injury. 

Will these receivers be used more 
this year?Most certainly. Coach 
Osborne has hinted that a stronger 
passing attack will be in the works when 
spring drills roll around. The line has 
some good prospects for filling the 
holes left by graduation. 

The Black Shirts suffer some key 
losses, but return many players that saw 
playing time last season. Some junior 
college recruits should shore up an un- 
certain secondary and make Nebraska 
tougher against the pass next year...mark 
our words. 

The Huskers will do better than 7-4 
next season. 

Did last year hurt recruiting? 

No. 


CALL TOLL-FREE 
1-800-742-7334 


NU landed two of the best quarter- 
backs in the area in Clester Johnson 
and Tony Veland. Brook Berringer 
was one of the top-rated passers in 
Kansas. Doug Colman was the fifth- 
best linebacker in the nation. Ralph 
Lou is a definite talent who shunned 
Miami and Georgia Tech to come to 
Lincoin. Dwayne Harris is a solid 
linebacker from Alabama and the list 
goes on and on, Contrary to many so- 
called expert opinions on this year's 
class, Nebraska hauled in one of the 
finest in the nation. 

Was 1990 an off year? 

Yes. Two of the three losses came at 
the hands of the co-National Champi- 
ons. Oklahoma was at its prime when 
Nebraska went to Norman. While some 
schools would give anything to be 9-3, 
at Nebraska it is considered an off 
year, 

One other factor will be in the 
Huskers favor next season — a stron- 
ger schedule. The ruckus over the 
schedule should die down completely 
next year. Arizona State and Wash- 
ington should quiet the critics,anddon't 
overlook Colorado State. Earle Bruce 
has the Rams on a definite up-swing. 

199] will be a better season for 
Nebraska and we'll be there. 


CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICS 
Dear Huskers: 

I’ve been a Husker fan all of my life. 
I was fortunate enough to attend all of 
the home games between 1963 and 1972, 
starting when I was 8 and ending when 
I went away to college. 

Most people would be extremely 
happy with a football program that con- 
sistently wins nearly 10 games every 
year. Many Husker fans are not content 
with that. 

Not this one. 

The Big Red is competitive every 
year, not just every five years. It could 
be argued that we’ve dropped off lately 
but, except fora few notable exceptions, 
the losses have been closely contested. 
If you watched every loss over the last 
five years, there was a period in every 
game where one or two plays changed 
the entire outcome. 

Yes, even in last year’s Oklahoma 
game there was a sequence when the 
entire complexion of the gamewas 
changed, after which it got out of hand. 

However, all is not well in paradise. 
There is room for improvement and 
changes. I havea few ideas: First, get rid 
of the Power-I formation. It’s simply 
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too closed of a formation to permit ef- 
fective passing and any Top 20 team has 
good enough personnel to shut down the 
rushing attack. Colorado, Oklahoma and 
Georgia Tech all did this and shut down 
the offense. If the offense is opened toa 
Pro-Set and hits one or two passes early, 
the defense would have to stretch and 
the complexion of the entire game might 
change. 

Second, develop the passing skills of 
our option quarterbacks. Georgia Tech’s 
quarterback, Shawn Jones, threw some 
nice passes against us in the Florida 
Citrus Bowl. But it was nothing that 
Mike Grant, Mickey Joseph and Tom 
Haase are not capable of also doing. 

Third (this will get some noise), get 
rid of the turf at Memorial Stadium. The 
team always runs out of gas at the end of 
the year. We also have more than our 
share of turf toe, sprained ankles and 
sore legs. I think that one of the big 
reasons for these problems is the artifi- 
cial turf. lowa went back to natural grass. 


Michigan went to natural grass. We can 
do the same. It would also help the team 
prepare for bowl games in Miami, Phoe- 
nix and Orlando. 

Every armchair quarterback has an 
opinion and I’m no different. I'm 
extremeely proud of the Huskers and 
defensive about any negative comments 
about the team. College football is en- 
tertainment. It’s not life, the universe or 
anything else. It seems to me that Coach 
Osborne has a great approach to the 
game. We are always competitive, al- 
ways play hard and fair, play by the 
NCAA rules and have great fans and 
sportsmanship. That’s not enough for 
some people in the world who judge 
success by the number of wins in a 
season or career. In the course of last 
season, the Big Red received a lot of bad 
press. Sports Illustrated flatly stated 
that we were no longer a contending 
program. The Chicago Tribune stated 
that the team quit in November. Contrast 
that with the comments from Baylor 


Head Coach Grant Teatf about our fans 
and our team at the start of the year. | 
honestly think that our Big Red machine 
just needs a few adjustments, but that 
the Huskers will always be competitive. 
It’s just that last jump that we have to 
clear. Thanks. 

Jon T. Deuchler 

Highland Park, Ill. 


Dear Huskers: 

Inregards to Michael Kelly’s story in 
The Omaha World-Herald following 
Nebraska’s crushing defeat in the Florida 
Citrus Bowl, I had to agree with a lot of 
what he said, especially about being so 
predictable on offense at the start of 
each game. Something has to change in 
that respect. 

One of the comments in Kelly’s story 
really disturbed me. There was talk of 
finger-pointing and dissension after the 
game. The athletes who are responsible 
for this should be reprimanded on the 
first offense and their scholarships should 
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be pulled after the second violation. No 
exceptions! 

Discipline is essential to any football 
team. Without it, a team is simply me- 
diocre. Either these athletes should do 
what they are supposed to do, accept 
what is happening to them and the rest of 
the team and play football, or get out and 
make room for those who are serious 
about playing quality football for Ne- 
braska. 

Mike Jaeger 
Grand Island, Neb. 


ARTICLES 
Dear Huskers: 

I have enjoyed your “Technically 
Speaking” articles that have been in the 
magazine in the recent pass. They add a 
lot to an already fine magazine. Keep up 
the good work. 

H.M. Ledbetter 
Jacksonville, Fla. 


READERS INPUT 


Dear Huskers: 

For next year’s football season, how 
about a brief, weekly synopsis of other 
games involving teams from the Big 
Eight Conference? 

It’s nice to be able to keep up with 
Nebraska's future opponents. I'd also 
like to see how the different college 
polls around the country rank Nebraska 
from week to week. Thanks. 

Mark Turner 
Aurora, Colo. 


Dear Huskers: 

look forward to yourmagazine every 
month. It’s the only way that I can get in- 
depth information on the best college 
football team in the country. I particu- 
larly enjoy the description of each week's 
game during the football season. But, | 
have a problem that I’m sure other out- 
of-state Husker fans have —I never find 
out what is going on with the rest of the 
conference. 

Ilive in Pacific 10 country and people 


out here feel that itis the greatest confer- 
ence is the nation (0-6 against the Big 
Eight in 1990!). The papers here con- 
centrate on Pac-10 football and give 
only a paragraph to other conferences. 
Your magazine keeps me informed on 
the Huskers, but I don’t know about the 
rest of the Big Eight. 

I have an idea that would make your 
magazine even better. 

If you could devote one page to the 
rest of the conference, it would help a 
lot. For each team, there might be a 
schedule showing scores of the past 
games, a scoring summary of the most 
recent game and then two or three lines 
dealing with the highlights of the game 
or other pertinent information. This 
would give me a much better picture of 
the quality of the teams that Nebraska is 
beating. Thank you. 

Keith Johnson 
Bellevue, Wash. 


All reader suggestions are eagerly re- 
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RECRUITING OVERVIEW 


In the Upper Echelon 


Though not without typical recruiting war losses, 
Osborne feels NU snagged a quality class. 


t never is easy, but Nebraska came 
up with a winning hand in football 
recruiting this year. 

“Not overwhelming, but solid and 
looks to be good,” Nebraska Coach Tom 
Osborne said. “I don’t know how we can 
work harder. We'll try, but this is the 
best we can do.” 

The best the Nebraska coaching staff 
could come up with in 1991 is pretty 
good according to most national analysts 
and very good according to Osborne. “I 
don’t know how we'll be perceived by 
the national ratings services, and frankly 
I don’t care,” Osborne said. 

For one reason, the Cornhusker re- 
cruits, while not a long list of prep All- 
Americans —there’s only one, Dwayne 
Harris of Bessemer, Ala. — there is 
plenty of promise in the unknown recruits 
the Cornhuskers picked up. 

For instance, Christian Peter of 
Middletown South, N.J., was overlooked 
by almost everybody because he didn’t 
play high school football last fall due to 
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By Ken Hambleton 


a technicality. 

But the 6-foot-3, 300 pound 
strongman, is academically qualified 
now, and with his 450 bench press and 
525 pound squat, 20-inch biceps and 
seven percent body fat, Peter looks like 
a player who could step right into the 
Cornhusker lineup. 


“All we had to go on was one reel of 


scrimmage film and we could see in that 
little cutthat he was a player we wanted,” 
Osborne said. “Usually it takes five reels 
of film, but we saw the potential in five 
plays. His strength, quickness, size and 
speed make him look like a great player.” 

The Cornhuskers picked up a few 
other players who may have been over- 
looked by many colleges. 

Ralph Lott, a cornerback from 
Suwannee High School in Live Oak, 
Fla., was one of the Top 24 (meaning 


one of the top players in Florida and 
Georgia) and Nebraska got his commit- 
ment early. Soon thereafter, Miami, 
Florida and Florida State tried in vain to 
convince him to change his mind. 

Ken Bello, of North Bergen, N.J., 
was another player overlooked by col- 
leges because he didn’t qualify aca- 
demically when recruiting started. But 
he made his grades and his test score and 
Nebraska was there waiting ahead of 
Penn State, Michigan State and many 
others. 

Doug Colman, of Ocean City, N.J., 
committed to Nebraska early and signed 
with the NU over Michigan State, 
Pittsburgh, Maryland and Virginia. 

The Cornhuskers also jumped early 
and picked up five native Nebraskans — 
quarterbacks Tony Veland of Omaha 
Benson and Clester Johnson of Bellevue 
West, Steve Ott of Henderson, Phil Ellis 
of Grand Island and Tom Steer of Crete. 

Johnson and Veland give the Corn- 
huskers quarterbacks who can run and 


throw — all-around athleticism. Ellis 
appears to be as strong as NU sopho- 
more Mike Anderson of Grand Island, 
who may become a starter at linebacker 
in place of Pat Tyrance next fall. Ott is 
still growing and could become a stand- 
out offensive lineman, and Steer could 
fill in at runningback, wingback or de- 
fensive back. 

Steer was the fastest player among 
some 900 youngsters at the Nebraska 
football camp last summer. 

Nebraska recruit Abdul Muhammed 
of Carson, Cal., is the fastest recruit the 
Cornhuskers picked up period. Consid- 
ered a top candidate at cornerback, 
Muhammed appears to be the wingback 
and kick returner of the future. 
Muhammed also said he chose Nebraska 
over Miami because it was closer to his 
home. He said he picked NU over UCLA 
and USC because he had been a Big Red 
fan since he was a little kid, watching 
Mike Rozier, Turner Gill and Irving 
Fryar. 

The Cornhuskers picked up versatility 
in two-way linemen Dennis Martin of 
Pittsburgh, Pa., and Robert Smith of 
East Chicago, Ill. At the start, Martin 
will probably go to defense and Smith to 
offense, but both were honored for duty 
on the opposite side of the ball. 

Martin was born in Denmark and has 
only played three years of football, while 
Smith was an all-stater in Indiana, who 
came to Nebraska because of its aca- 
demic program in learning disabilities. 

Dwayne Harris, Nebraska’s top re- 
cruit, certainly had no problems with 
school. He carries a 3.1 grade point 
average and wants to major in pre-med. 

Osborne said Nebraska won a battle 
for Harris that turned ugly before it was 
all over. 

Harris, considered one of the top five 
recruits in Alabama and one of the top 
40 in the south, was highly sought by in- 
state rivals Alabama and Auburn. 

“T chose Nebraska because they were 
the only ones who talked about getting a 
degree and not just playing football,” 
Harris said. 

Osborne added that sniping between 
Alabama and Auburn may have helped 
in the long run. “They ran each other 


down so much, we started to look pretty 
good,” he said. “But it still took Kevin 
Steele (NU assistant) up until the last 
minute to make sure we got Dwayne to 
sign a national letter of intent with us.” 

Harris said he was glad to be rid of all 
the pressure and he’s looking forward to 
becoming NU’s second recruit ever from 
Alabama. Andra Franklin, 1977, was 
the first. 

The Cornhuskers may also have 
picked up immediate help with three 
junior college players — Anthony Cole 
of El Camino Junior College in Torrance, 
Cal., Trumane Bell of Highland Com- 
munity College in Kansas and Ernie 
Beler of Elsworth Community College 
in lowa. 

Beler originally signed with Nebraska 
in 1988 out of Bayonne, N.J. He was 
considered one of the top recruits on the 
East Coast that year. But academic de- 
ficiencies sent him to junior college, 
where he became a standout in one year 
as a strong safety. 

He sat out last season so he would 
have three years of eligibility at Ne- 
braska. Now he’s grown enough that he 
might move to linebacker or even full- 
back, where he was a standout in high 
school, too. Cole was one of the top 
comerbacks in junior college in Califor- 
nia, and he appears to be the answer to 
NU needs in the secondary. 

Bell isn’t known for his speed, but 
his size, great hands and ability to block 
make hima great catch for Nebraska. He 
was a high school teammate of tight end 
Johnny Mitchell. 

Nebraska picked up another large 
receiver in 6-4, 220-pound Mark Gilman 
of Kalispell, Mont. Gilman was a two- 
time all-state receiver and this year was 
a record-setting all-state quarterback. 
He’ll fit in at tight end at Nebraska. He 
has great all-around ability, proven by 
the fact he’s been the leading scorer in 
Montana basketball the last two years 
and he’s nationally ranked in the shot 
put and discus. 

Denton, Texas native Aaron Graham 
is also a standout shot putter and discus 
thrower. But he was recruited because 
he was the best center Nebraska saw on 
film this year, Osborne said. 


Quarterback recruit Brook Berringer 
of Goodland, Kan., was the best “‘me- 
chanical” thrower the Cornhuskers saw 
in camp last summer and he did nothing 
to indicate they were wrong last fall. 
“Berringer won’t get us any rating points 
with the recruiting analysts because he’s 
from a small town and he committed 
early, but he has great speed and is a 
good thrower,” Osborne said. 

On alight note, Nebraska got Luther 
Hardin of Althoff Catholic in Belleville, 
Ill. The linebacker weighed 305 as a 
sophomore, 270 as a junior and was a 
trim, strong and fit 230 this year for the 
state championship team in Illinois’ large 
class. “I hope he doesn’t come in here at 
207,” Osborne joked. 

Interestingly, Hardin, who just turned 
17, is still growing and could become a 
major factor on the team in years to 
come. 

The Cornhuskers picked up some 
depth at defensive back with Charles 
Green of Ruston, La. and Troy Dumas 
of Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Green, at 6-3, 190, helped his team to 
the Louisiana state championship and 
with his size and speed, is considered a 
major recruit this season. 

Dumas was an all-state kick returner 
and considered one of the top recruits in 
the west. At 6-4, 200, Dumas is a pow- 
erful player and a hard-hitting tackler. 

One of the best things about this 
recruiting class is that they are alleligible, 
or will be soon, Osborne said. 

“We did an exhaustive study of films 
and character and we feel we have a 
great class in that sense,” he said. “This 
was a good year in terms of quality. We 
worked hard and we had to battle dis- 
tance. In three cases we had kids from 
Florida who were vetoed by their folks; 
we were too far away. 

“It’s not going to get any easier, with 
new rules and all, but most of the recruits 
who came here said this was the best 
place they saw — the best academic 
unit, the best facilities — and yet we’re 
still a little far from the population cen- 
ters. 

“I still think we’re in the upper ech- 
elon and these recruits will keep us 
there,” he said. Hi 
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ERNIE BELER: 6-0, 220, DEFENSIVE 
BACK, ELLSWORTH (IOWA) 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE. 

After signing with Nebraska in 
1988, Beler did not qualify on the 
ACT. So, the Bayonne, N.J., 
product went to Ellsworth Commu- 
nity College. Two years later, Beler 
is once again a Husker. 

A defensive back with 4.5 speed, 
Beler was a two-time all-state and 
three-time all-region pick for his 
high school. He was also named 
New Jersey's Defensive Back of the 
Year in 1987. Coming out of high 
school, Bayonne coach Don Ahern 
said, “Ernie’s the best I’ve ever 
seen, period, end of quote.” 

Beler’s hitting ability prompted 
Ahern to say, “He’s the Mike Tyson 
of high school football.” 

Beler did nothing at Ellsworth to 
dispel that belief. He was named an 
all-conference and all-region 
defensive back and helped 
Ellsworth make it to the National 
Junior College championship game. 

Beler will have three years of 
eligibility remaining at Nebraska. 
He sat out the 1990 Ellsworth 
campaign while helping coach the 
team. 

Out of high school, Beler was 
heavily recruited by Penn State. 
Two years later, Tennessee and 
South Carolina wanted Beler’s 
services, but he remained loyal to 
Nebraska. 

“IT was committed to Nebraska 
two years ago and | am committed 
to them now,” he said. 

Beler will bring immediate help 
to the secondary, a defensive area 
that is in need of experience, 
according to Nebraska coaches. 
TRUMANE BELL: 6-4, 200, WIDE 
RECEIVER, HIGHLAND (KAN.) 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

An original product of Chicago’s 
Simeon High School, Bell earned 
Grid Wire junior college honorable- 
mention honors in 1990 after 
catching 46 passes for 938 yards 
and five touchdowns. He is a two- 
time All-Interstate Collegiate 
Conference pick as he latched on to 


36 aerials for 614 yards and eight 
scores in 1989. 

Bell, who has 4.6 speed in the 40 
and benches 300 pounds and can 
squat 450, chose Nebraska because 
“T felt I could come in right away 
and play and contribute to the team. 
I also felt that I could accomplish 
my personal and football goals at 
Nebraska.” 

After paying official visits to 
Memphis State and Eastern Wash- 
ington and considering Tennessee 
and Utah State, Bell picked Ne- 
braska. 

A two-year starter for the 
Scotties, Bell was seventh in the 
country last season in receiving. 
Head Coach Marty Allen, in his 
14th year at the helm, said that 
Bell’s attitude makes him a winner. 

“He has a great attitude about 
everything,” Allen said. “He’s a 
great worker and a great person. 
He’s very coachable and he is 
always positive about everything. 
Everybody likes him.” 

Other than playing football, Bell 
enjoys basketball and baseball and 
likes to read mystery novels in his 
free time. He plans to pursue a 
sociology major at Nebraska. His 
favorite athlete? It’s only natural 
that it’s Jerry Rice. 

KEN BELLO: 6-3, 220, OUTSIDE 
LINEBACKER, NORTH BERGEN, 
N.J. 

As a senior, Bello accounted for 
86 solo stops, batted down seven 
passes and nabbed one interception 
to help lead his team to its second 
consecutive 4A (largest) state 
championship. He was named The 
Lineman of the Year in Hudson 
County and was an all-stater. USA 
Today recognized him as an 
honorable-mention All-American 
selection. 

“He’s a very intense player,” 
said Bruin Head Coach Vin 
Ascolese, who has over 200 
victories in his 29 years at North 
Bergen. “He told me that signing 
with Nebraska would fulfill a 
lifelong ambition for himself. He’s 
also a very level-headed kid. 


Ken Bello 


Nebraska’s getting a fine player.” 

Bello visited Boston College and 
Massachusetts before selecting 
Nebraska. He also cancelled visits 
to Kentucky and Clemson. 

“Nebraska has always been one 
of my favorite college teams,” 
Bello said. “It also impressed me to 
remember that Nebraska was the 
winningest team in the 1980s.” 

Bello is planning on pursuing a 
degree in physical or special 
education. 

“The programs at Nebraska for 
education majors are very impres- 
sive,” Bello said. 

Other than football, Bello 
participates in track, where he is the 
Hudson County champion in the 
javelin, with a toss of around 200 
feet. 

Bello, who has 4.75 speed and 
benches 300 pounds, said his 
hobbies were anything dealing with 
athletics. Living only 15 minutes 
from the Meadowlands, it’s only 
natural that he is a New York 


Giants fan. 


BROOK BERRINGER, 6-3, 205, 
QUARTERBACK, GOODLAND, 
KAN. 

An all-everything (all-confer- 
ence, all-league, all-area and all- 
state) player for Goodland, 
Berringer committed to Nebraska 
without visiting any other schools. 

“IT chose Nebraska because of its 
tradition,” said Berringer. “I was 
also very impressed with the 
coaching staff and facilities. There 
is also an emphasis on academics at 
Nebraska.” 

A gifted athlete with 4.6 speed 
in the 40, Berringer also plays 
basketball (where he averages 19.3 
points per outing) and ran track 
before deciding to concentrate on 
hoops and football. 

In the past, Goodland has been a 
fairly weak football school, accord- 
ing to Berringer. But he was able to 
shine with designed roll-out passes 
and an option game. Berringer did 
not see much action in 1990 for the 
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3-6 Goodland squad, a member of 
the Northwest Kansas League in 
Class 4A (6A is the largest), due to 
an early injury. Despite little 
playing time in his senior year, he 
has impressed people in the past. 

“He has all of the tools,” said 
Roxie Lockwood of The Goodland 
Daily News. “He has good height 
and quickness and moves very well. 
He wore No. 16 and he reminds you 
of Joe Montana. He just looks like a 
quarterback. He’s also a great kid to 
talk to and be around.” 

When he’s not on the gridiron or 
the basketball court, the two-time 
letter-winner enjoys hunting, 
fishing and skiing. He is very 
interested in aviation and will 
pursue that interest at Nebraska. 
ANTHONY COLE: 6-0, 170, 
DEFENSIVE BACK, EL CAMINO 
(CALIF.) JUNIOR COLLEGE. 

A two-year starter for the 
Warriors of El Camino Junior 


and spring track at Ocean City, 


College in Torrance, Calif., Cole 
was one of the main components of 
a defense that allowed only 1,100 
passing yards last season en route to 
a 9-2 record and a fourth-straight 
Orange County Bowl appearance. 

The former all-stater at North 
Torrance High School helped lead 
El Camino to a No. 5 ranking in the 
nation last season, playing out of 
the Mission Conference. El Camino 
has won three of their last four 
post-season appearances. 

Cole, who has 4.4 speed, did not 
allow a receiver to catch a pass in 
four consecutive games last season. 
He could immediately help a 
depleted Nebraska secondary. For 
the Warriors, Cole played out of a 
Split-6 defense, which requires its 
cornerbacks to do a lot of blitzing 
and play a lot of press coverage. 

“He’s as fine of a pure cover 
corer as I’ve ever seen,” said E] 
Camino Head Coach John 


Brook Berringer 


Anthony Cole 


Featherstone, a four-time Coach of 
the Year honoree. “He has great 
speed and tremendous footwork. 
When he gets in a receiver's face, 
he very rarely gets beat on that 
play. At 170 pounds, he looks a 
little skinny and frail, but he hits 
anything that he comes his way and 
he hits hard.” 

Cole chose Nebraska over 
UCLA and San Jose State. He also 
considered Oregon and Oregon 
State. 

“I was very impressed with the 
surroundings at Nebraska,” Cole 
said. “The coaches are great and the 
academic staff was impressive. The 
football program is excellent and 
they have a great tradition.” 

He will major in business and 
continue to root for the L.A. 
Raiders while in Lincoln. 

DOUG COLMAN: 6-2, 220, 
OUTSIDE LINEBACKER, OCEAN 
CITY, N.J. 

Another player in the New 
Jersey-to-Nebraska pipeline, 
Colman was named The Philadel- 
phia Inquirer and The Atlantic City 
Press Defensive Area Player of the 
Year in 1990, Last season for the 4- 
5 Red Raiders, Colman averaged 15 
tackles per game. He also racked up 
927 yards and nine touchdowns as a 
fullback. 

“For our team, he was a very 
solid two-way player,” said Doug’s 
father, Head Coach Wayne Colman. 
“As an outside linebacker, he was a 
very solid player and very active on 
every play.” 

Colman was named the No. 5 
outside linebacker in the nation by 
Max Emfinger and was also put on 
Emfinger’s second-team All- 
American squad. Tom Lemming 
named him an All-East Coast player 
and other magazines listed him as 
an All-American selection. As a 
junior, Colman was in on 160 total 
tackles, leading Ocean City to the 
New Jersey Group 3 (Group 4 is 
largest) playoffs. 

He also participates in winter 


where his 400-meter team was Cape 
Atlantic League Champions. 

Colman visited Michigan State, 
Rutgers and Virginia before 
choosing Nebraska. 

“The college really impressed 
me,” Colman said. “I was also very 
impressed with the coaching staff. 
It seemed like the whole staff was 
involved in recruiting me and that 
made me feel very special.” 

In his spare time, Colman enjoys 
surfing and playing basketball. He 
was a lifeguard this summer and 
enjoys being outdoors. He said that 
his father is his role model and his 
favorite professional team is the 
New Orleans Saints. 
TROY DUMAS: 6-4, 
DEFENSIVE BACK, CHEYENNE 
(EAST), WYO. 

An athlete that has 4.6 speed and 
benches 275 pounds, Dumas 
received numerous honors in 1990. 
He was named the team’s MVP, 
made second-team All-South 
Conference as both a running back 
and a defensive back, all-confer- 
ence as a return specialist and 
earned all-state kudos as a kick 
returner. 

Playing for Head Coach Dwayne 
Trebly in Class 4A (Wyoming’s 
largest class), Dumas led the 
Thunderbirds to a playoff appear- 
ance and an early-season ranking of 
third in the state. 

Dumas is also gifted in other 
sports. He was the Wyoming state 
champion in the triple jump and 
lettered two years in basketball. But 
football is where his future lies at 
Nebraska. 

“Ever since I was 5 years old, 
I’ve watched Nebraska play 
football,” Dumas said. “I wanted to 
play for the Huskers. When I 
visited Lincoln, the town, players 
and coaches also influenced my 
decision.” 

Dumas had also considered LSU, 
Arizona, Wyoming, UCLA and 
Colorado. Trebly believes that 
Nebraska has a winner in Dumas. 

“He has the potential to become 


200, 


an outstanding football player,” 
Trebly said. “He has great size and 
speed. He has all of the physical 
ability needed to be an excellent 
player. He’s also a fine young man 
and has developed as a student.” 
In his spare time, Dumas enjoys 
watching football and basketball 


Giving you the most complete coverage of Nebraska 
Cornhusker football. Get 18 sizzlin' issues all year, 


and drawing. At Nebraska, he plans 
to major in art. His favorite athlete 
is Michael Jordan. 
PHILELLIS: 6-2, 215, LINEBACKER, 
GRAND ISLAND, NEB. 

Ellis was the first recruit to 
commit to Nebraska, giving his 
services to the Huskers last August. 
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as >. a He was rated as the No. 6 middle 

linebacker in the country by Max 
Troy Dumas Emfinger and comes from the same 
high school as San Francisco 
standout and former Husker Tom 
Rathman and current Husker Mike 
Anderson. 

Under Ken Fisher, in his 41st 
year as the Grand Island head 
coach, Ellis led the top-ranked team 
to a 12-1 record and the final round 
of the Class A playoffs, losing to 
Papillon in the championship game. 
While Ellis was at Grand Island, the 
Islanders made the playoffs all 
three years, coming out of the 
Greater Nebraska Conference's 
Capital Division. 

The linebacker with 4.74 speed 
in the 40 was named as the team’s 
“Hard-Nosed Player” and was the 
Most Valuable Player on both 
offense and defense. He was also 
named Super-State, All-State and 
all-conference. The two-year starter 
and three-year letterman said that 
his collegiate choice was simple. 

“Nebraska is home to me,” he 
said. “The Huskers have a great 
tradition and a very strong program. 
It is also a good school for an 
Phil Ellis education.” 

Ellis did not make any other 
official visits, nor did he even 
seriously consider any other school. 

He plays no other sports and 
keeps his grades hovering around 
the 3.7 mark. At Nebraska, Ellis 
plans to go into business. 

In his spare time, Ellis enjoys 
hunting and fishing and rooting for 
the Los Angeles Raiders, his 
favorite professional team. 

MARK GILMAN: 6-5, 220, TIGHT 
END, KALISPELL, MONT. 

Mark is a player who did every- 
thing for his team. As a sophomore 
and junior, Gilman earned all-state 
honors after hauling in 98 passes. In 
his junior year, he caught 49 for 
700 yards and eight touchdowns. 
As a senior, he moved to quarter- 
back and set a single-season 
passing record by throwing for 
1,596 yards. Another all-state honor 
soon followed. By the way, he was 
also an all-state punter, averaging 

: 37 yards per punt. 
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"You Can 
Beat Cancer. 
I'm Living Proof." 
m Living Proof. 

Flossie Dishong was in terrible pain, and 
nobody knew why. She finally had to travel 
almost a thousand miles from her home in 
Indiana to be told she had inoperable cancer. 

Fortunately, Flossie refused to accept that 
diagnosis. She came to us for a second opinion. 
To Cancer Treatment Centers of America at 
American International Hospital in Zion, 
Illinois. We found a way to treat her cancer, not 
just her pain. 

You see, we specialize in treating cases 
other hospitals call "hopeless." They made up 
more than 90% of our admissions in 1988, and 
nearly the same last year. People fighting for a 
chance to live. 

We've given them that chance, time and 
again. We've helped them live life to the fullest 
once more. And we've done it without the 
horrible side effects that can make other cancer 
treatments unbearable. 

One reason, we're certain, is our caring, 
love-filled environment. Another is the quality 
and the scope of our cancer treatment program. 

It's as comprehensive as we can make it, 
utilizing the most advanced, innovative 
weapons known to medicine. It has to be, 
because the effectiveness of any cancer 
treatment program depends on a variety of 
factors and differs from patient to patient. 

As for Flossie, that picture really is worth a 
thousand words, although she said it all in just 
fourteen: 

“Never thought I'd be fishing with my 
husband again. I am one happy lady.” 
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Off of the gridiron, Gilman is a 
standout on the basketball court, 
where he averages 20 points per 
game as a forward/point guard. In 
track, he placed second in the state 
in the shotput with a throw of 59 
feet, 10 inches and in the discus 
with a toss of 180 feet. 

“Mark is an all-around, outstand- 
ing athlete,” said 10-year Head 
Coach Bob Raeth. “He has a good 
frame, excellent height and excels 
in three sports.” 

Gilman considered Washington 
State, Wyoming and the schools of 
the Big Sky Conference before 
narrowing his choices to Nebraska 
and Wyoming and selecting the 
Huskers. 

“IT was impressed with the 
tradition at Nebraska,” Gilman said. 
“They have great facilities and a 
fine coaching staff. They also stress 
academics, which is important to 
me.” 

While going from Montana’s 


Luther Hardin 


Joe Vavak_ 


Class 2A (largest) to Nebraska is a 
big step, Raeth feels Gilman will be 
an asset to the Huskers. 

“It’s a challenge for any young 
man,” he said. “Mark has the skill 
to participate on that level.” 

“For me, it’s an exciting oppor- 
tunity,” Gilman said. “Nebraska is 
one of the best schools in the 
nation.” 

Gilman is looking into a psy- 
chology major. His favorite profes- 
sional player is tight end Mark 
Bavaro of the New York Giants, but 
his allegiance is to the L.A. Raid- 
ers. 

AARON GRAHAM: 6-5, 265, 
CENTER, DENTON, TEXAS. 

Only the second true center 
recruited by Nebraska, Graham 
comes to Lincoln with a plethora of 
honors. He was named all-district, 
all-area and honorable-mention All- 
State by the Dallas-Denton area 
coaches. He was picked by The 
Chicago Tribune as an All-Ameri- 


can selection. He was picked to the 
Southwest Region's all-star team by 
Tom Lemming. Graham finally 
decided on the Huskers after 
receiving letters from over 200 
schools. Despite all of the recogni- 
tion, The Dallas Morning News did 
not select Graham as a Top 100 
player. 

“IT was shocked about that,” 
Graham said, “The paper called me 
and didn’t even act like they knew 
who I was.” 

The two-year starter also handled 
the Broncos’ deep snapping chores 
and hopes to continue that in 
Lincoln. 

In his spare time, Graham enjoys 
hunting, fishing and anything that 
deals with the outdoors. He also 
enjoys country music and lists San 
Francisco as his favorite profes- 
sional team. 

At Nebraska, Graham is planning 
on majoring in mechanical engi- 
neering. He is also planning on 
winning the Outland and Lombardi 
Awards, something that Rimington 
accomplished in 1981. 

“I chose Nebraska simply 
because | felt it was the place for 
me,” Graham said. “I felt comfort- 
able there and the facilities were 
second to none.” 

Graham, who has 5.2 speed and 
benches 360 pounds, considered 
Oklahoma and Texas Tech also. 
When asked if he felt comfortable 
about leaving the Lone Star State, 
he replied, “Nebraska plays Texas 
Tech in Lubbock in 1993 and 
Norman and Stillwater aren't too 
far away. I’m going to enjoy my 
time at Nebraska.” 

CHARLES GREEN: 6-2, 185, 
DEFENSIVE BACK, RUSTON, LA. 

Playing in the shadow of fellow 
defensive back Rodney Young, 
Green may not have gotten all of 
the attention that he deserved, but 
Nebraska coaches are very happy 
with their latest member of the 
Louisiana Connection. 

Green, who has 4.5 speed and 
benches 370 pounds, helped lead 
the Bearcats to a 4A state champi- 
onship and a 14-0 record last year. 
He was the third-leading tackler on 


the squad with 61 solo stops, 57 [Sees 


Mark Gilman 


assisted tackles, four interceptions 
and six broken-up passes. For his 
effort, he earned honorable-mention 
All-American honors from USA 
Today and all-state kudos. Max 
Emfinger listed him as the No. 7 
free safety in the nation and placed 
Green on the Louisiana Sweet 16 
list. The New Orleans Times- 
Picayune and LSU’s Tiger Rag 
named Green among “The Best of 
the Rest.” 

“There’s no doubt that Charles is 
a good athlete,” said new Head 
Coach Billy Gillum. “He’s also a 
great individual and a good student. 
He’s a great player to coach. I think 
that he'll fit right into the plans at 
Nebraska.” 

Green, who chose the Huskers 
over LSU, Arkansas, Tulane and 
Louisiana Tech, is expected by 
many in the Ruston area to contrib- 
ute at Nebraska. 

“He will play a lot of big-time 
football in Lincoln,” said Buddy 
Davis of The Ruston Daily Leader. 
“Nebraska got a great player in 
Charles. He is the hardest-hitting 
defensive back that Ruston has ever 
had and probably one of the Aaron Graham 
toughest in the entire state. He is a 
big-time sleeper and Nebraska 
made a great choice.” 

Green also runs track at Ruston, 

where his personal best in the 400 
meters is :49.1. 
LUTHER HARDIN, 6-4, 230, 
OFFENSIVE/DEFENSIVE LINEMAN, 
BELLEVILLE (ALTHOFF CATHOLIC), 
ILL. 

Hardin lost 75 pounds in two 
years and is now considered one of 
the best prospects in the St. Louis 
area. As a senior, he had 65 solo 
tackles, 27 assisted stops, 10 sacks 
and one fumble recovery. For his 
efforts, he was named All-City, All- 

Metro St. Louis and named as one 
the Top 10 players by The St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch. 

Hardin started two years for the 
Crusaders after transferring from a 
school in East St. Louis. Crusader 
Head Coach Glenn Schott said that 
Hardin had a definite impact on his 
school. 
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Picdins Wrst possibly hinder Luther is his age 
(he turned 17 on Nov. 16),” said 
Schott who, in his 20th year, was 
named the recipient of the John E. 
Ray award by the St. Louis area 
baseball writers for outstanding 
work accomplished outside the 
sport of baseball. “Age is the only 
thing that could stop him from 
becoming great. If he gets to about 
255, I think he’ll be playing on 
Sundays after he graduates from 
Nebraska. He runs very well for his 
size.” 

Schott isn’t the only person 
impressed with Hardin’s ability. 

“He has excellent mobility and 
great instincts,” said Scott Marion 
of The Belleville Journal. “The 
program at Nebraska will help him 
develop into a sensational football 
player. Once he works in the weight 
room and gains some solid weight, 
he'll be a force.” 


continued on page 32 
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The Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes 
encourages the heroes of 
the sports world to be 
positive influences to the 
youth of America. You do 
not have to be an athlete 
to be a positive influence. 
You can help the 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes by becoming a 
supporting member. Write 
to the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, PO. 
Box 711, Milford, Nebraska 
68405 or call Wendell 
Conover at (402) 761-3166. 


STATE OF THE HUSKERS 


By Mike Babcock 


An End to the JV Team 


AND OTHER DISTURBING CHANGES RESULTING 
FROM NCAA RESTRICTIONS. 


yo heard the joke and repeated 
it, probably more times than you’d 
care to admit: There are only two sports 
at the University of Nebraska... foot- 
ball and spring football. 

These days, that tired joke should 
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probably be amended to include a third 
“sport,” — football recruiting — which 
takes up much of the time between the 
Cornhuskers’ annual bowl game and 
the start of spring drills. 

Fans have come to realize that re- 


Walkons, like 
Gregg Barrios, 
have always 
contributed for 
Nebraska, but 
that is now in 
jeopardy. 


cruiting, like spring practice, has a sig- 
nificant impact on what happens in the 
fall. As such, football recruiting gets as 
much or more media attention than 
most of the university’s non-revenue 
sports. Give the reader-listener-viewer 
what he or she wants. 

But even the impact of a highly 
ranked recruiting class might not be 
felt as much in Division I football 
programs across the country now as the 
reforms pushed through by the NCAA 
Presidents Commission during the 
NCAA Convention in Nashville, Tenn., 
in January. 

In many ways, Nebraska could be 
buffeted more by the winds of NCAA 
change than most traditional football 
powers because for the Cornhuskers, 
anyway, continued success is a num- 
bers game. And numbers are the basis 
for NCAA reform. Numbers not only 
of student-athletes, coaches and schol- 
arships or in grade-point averages and 
practice time, but numbers behind dol- 
lar signs, profit and loss, the bottom 
line. 

The length of spring practice has 
already been cut, with the new restric- 
tions now in effect. 

But the Presidents Commission en- 
couraged more sweeping changes this 
year. Among them: 

*Athletic dorms are to be elimi- 
nated by 1996, and athletes are to be 
allowed only one meal per day at the 
training table. Currently, the meal 
maximum is three. Nebraska's scholar- 
ships provide for two. 

*Division I-A and Division I-AA 
schools are to be limited to bringing to 
campus only 70 prospective football 
recruits for visits instead of the cur- 
rently allowable 85 maximum. Ne- 
braska typically brings in 65 or fewer 


potential scholarship recruits for visits, 
with the remainder used for recruiting 
walk-on players. 

The “dead period” prior to the first 
day letters of intent can be signed is to 
be extended from two days to five days. 
During the dead period, schools cannot 
contact recruits. 

Nebraska, like all schools, will feel 
effects from such changes. But one of 
the most significant reforms from the 
Cornhuskers’ standpoint involved a 
reduction of coaching staffs, beginning 
Aug. |, 1992. Division I-A staffs will 
then be allowed 13 on-field coaches 
instead of 16, requiring the arbitrary 
elimination of one full-time assistant 
coach, one non-salaried part-time as- 
sistant and one graduate assistant. 

With similar cuts in coaching staffs 
for other sports, “there are going to be 
hundreds of coaches without a job in a 
flooded market,” Nebraska Athletic 
Director Bob Devaney says. 

Every football program will be af- 
fected that way. But the prospect of 
coaching cuts has already had a de- 
monstrable negative on Nebraska by 
forcing an end to the Cornhuskers’ 
junior varsity program. 

“We'll be limited to 13 and possibly 
12 on-field coaches by then (August of 
1992), and we think we stretch it to run 
a varsity and junior varsity program 


with 16 on-field coaches now,” Coach 
Tom Osborne said in announcing the 
decision to discontinue jayvee foot- 
ball. 

The freshman-junior varsity team, 
which was exclusively a freshman team 
prior to 1973, compiled a 120-17-1 
record with 21 undefeated and untied 
seasons since 1956. Newspaper files 
indicate that Nebraska had a junior 
varsity, “B” or freshman team as far 
back as 1912. 

While other schools eliminated 
jayvee programs because of emphasis 
or expense, Nebraska continued to field 
a predominantly freshman team, which 
played a five-game schedule, the 
maximum allowed by the NCAA. 

With the exception of the service 
academies — Army, Navy and Air 
Force — Nebraska was the last Division 
I-A school to sponsor a full junior 
varsity football program. Despite the 
NCAA reforms, the service academies 
can continue jayvee programs. They’ll 
be allowed four “restricted earnings” 
coaches to that end. 

Nebraska’s jayvee team enabled 
young scholarship players to adjust to 
college, and it provided an opportunity 
for players to walk on and prove 
themselves deserving of scholarship 
consideration. “The good part was, the 
freshmen didn’t end up on the scout 


NCAA 
reforms led 
to Nebraska 
eliminating 
its junior 
varsity 
program, 
one of only 
four left in 
the country. 


squad and had a full season of their own 
on the field, running their own plays 
and learning to win and play together,” 
said Osborne. 

“Most coaches, including me, fig- 
ured the freshman team was the 
healthiest way to get freshmen into 
football.” 

It was alsoa way forthe Cornhuskers 
to increase their numbers through walk- 
ons, who have been an important ele- 
ment of Nebraska's success over the 
years. Osborne estimates that until re- 
cently, as many as one-third of the 
Cornhusker starters and one-third of 
the travel squad usually were walk- 
ons. 

Now, Nebraska will identify and 
aggressively recruit 10 to 15 top-notch 
walk-on players a year instead of the 40 
to 45 it recruited in the past. 

To be sure, walk-ons aren’t as 
plentiful now as they once were, when 
players such as Jimmy Williams regu- 
larly came to Nebraska at their own 
expense and earned national acclaim as 
wellas scholarships. But walk-ons have 
continued to play important roles. 

Most Cornhusker walk-ons came 
from within the state, and other Division 
I schools have begun to recruit in Ne- 
braska, luring with scholarships, ath- 
letes who would have walked on. 

Only three walk-ons started for 
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Devaney says that coaching cuts will flood what is already a very 
tight market. 


Nebraska in the Citrus Bowl loss against 
Georgia Tech, including kickers Gregg 
Barrios and Mike Stigge. Center and 
co-Captain David Edeal was the third. 
There were only 10 walk-ons among 
those on the Cornhusker two-deeps for 
this year’s bowl game. In contrast, Ne- 
braska started six walk-ons against 
Miami in the 1984 Orange Bowl game. 

Still, 10 walk-ons among the top two 


units would be a significant number for 
any other Division I program, which 
indicates their value to Nebraska. And 
as scholarship limits are reduced — the 
NCAA maximum will be 85 instead of 
95 in two years unless legislation is 
changed again — walk-ons should 
continue to play an important role for 
the Cornhuskers. So the elimination of 
jayvee football will hurt. 


24 March, 199) 


There were problems with the junior 
varsity program, of course, beyond the 
expense. Without Division I-A junior 
varsity teams to play, most games were 
against junior colleges or junior varsity 
teams from smaller division schools. 
Nebraska last played a junior varsity 
team from another Big Eight school in 
the mid-1980s. 

In addition to the scheduling prob- 
lems, some highly regarded recruits 
have been hesitant to come to Nebraska 
because of the Cornhuskers’ numbers, 
plus, the recruiting of scholarship ath- 
letes “is based on how quickly a player 
gets to play on the varsity,” Osborne 
said. 

Asaresult, fewer and fewer scholar- 
ship recruits have played with the 
freshman-junior varsity team in recent 
seasons. They've either redshirted as 
freshmen or played with the varsity. 
The last few seasons, more than half of 
Nebraska’s scholarship freshmen were 
redshirted and didn’t spend time on the 
junior varsity. Last season, six or 22 
scholarship players from the 1990 re- 
cruiting class played on the jayvees. 
Four scholarship players from the 1989 
recruiting class also played for the 
jayvees last season. 

Still, there were the walk-ons, some 
of whom will go on to play important 
roles for Nebraska in the next few sea- 
sons. And even those who don’t con- 
tinue have benefited from the experi- 
ence. “One of the knocks about major- 
college athletics is that so few partici- 
pate,” Osborne said. “But we’ve had 
more participate than most places.” 

Because of the junior varsity pro- 
gram, among other things. 

Bill Weber, a graduate assistant, 
coached the Cornhusker junior varsity 
to a 4-1 record in what was the final 
season of the winningest football pro- 
gram in University of Nebraska his- 
tory. “Even though we still had a year 
that we could play before the new re- 
strictions, we figured we better start 
gearing down now,” Osborne said. 

The changes in college football be- 
ing encouraged by the NCAA Presi- 
dents Commission aren’t to be taken 
lightly. They could have as much to do 
with a program’s success as the hard 
work that has typified Nebraska under 
first Devaney and now Osborne. 
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NON-PRIME TIME PLAYERS DUE PRAISE FOR TEAM SUCCESS 


he Nebraska basketball team’s re- 

markable success this season has 
depended on experience and senior 
leadership. Coach Danny Nee regu- 
larly cites those factors when asked to 
explain how, in one season, a team can 
go from 10 victories in 28 games to 
becoming a contender for a first-divi- 
sion finish in the Big Eight, if not for 
the conference title. 

Specifically, Nee refers to the lead- 
ership of seniors Rich King, Clifford 
Scales and Beau Reid, with Keith 
Moody playing an important role off 
the bench. The contributions of the 
Cornhuskers’ fifth senior, Kelly Lively, 
are often overlooked, however. 

Even though Lively has played only 
sparingly, he’s hada hand in Nebraska's 
success, too. The dynamics of a team 
are such that those who don’t play can 
have a significant effect on those who 
do, 

Dissension often begins at the end 
of the bench. If those who don’t play 
“came in every day with a negative 
attitude, they could upset the apple cart,” 
Nee said recently. And the reality of 
any team is, not everyone gets to play 
as much as they'd like. 

“Youcan’tmake 12 players happy,” 
said Lively. “When you work hard and 
still don’t play, it’s tough.” 

No one knows better than Lively, 
who was recruited by Nebraska follow- 
ing an outstanding high school career 
in Torrington, Wyo. He sat out his 
freshman season as a redshirt, then 
played sparingly in 15 games, includ- 
ing two as a starter, his second year. 
Last season, the 7-foot Lively played in 
25 of 28 games, averaging just under 
nine minutes a game. He was listed in 
the Cornhusker media guide and game 
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Piatkowski (above) set a school 
record with six three-pointers in 
Nebraska's home win over 
Missouri. 


Creswell (opposite), a transfer 
from UC-Irving, contributes by 
emulating the opponent's 
offense in practice and 
remaining optimistic. 


program as a sophomore in eligibility. 

“I didn’t have a good season last 
year,” he said. As a result, during the 
off-season he was asked to give up his 
fifth year of eligibility, not only be- 
cause he'll complete a degree in fi- 
nance this spring but also because he 
doesn’t fit into Nebraska's plans. 

If he hadn’t expected the Cornhusk- 
ers to turn things around this season, 
Lively might have quit or transferred. 
“But I was confident with the people 
we had coming back that we'd be suc- 
cessful,” said Lively. And he wanted to 
be part of it. 

Lively has been an important part 
because of his team-first attitude. “My 
concern is winning,” he said. “You 
can’t criticize your teammates or com- 
plain about the coach’s decisions. He 
doesn’t need someone like me con- 
stantly complaining.” 

Lively has been down at times this 
season. “It’s off and on. Some days you 
go 100 percent and some days maybe 
you don’t,” Lively said. The former 
out-number the latter because when he 
gives his best in practice, “maybe, in- 
directly, it pays off. It’s a lot easier to 
stay after practice and do a little extra 
work when you're 18-3 as opposed to 
.500 or less.” 

Lively hasn't had to bear his burden 
alone this season. Chris Creswell has 
shared a similar experience, the only 
difference being, he’s listed as a junior 
and can use the prospect of another 
season of eligibility as motivation when 
he gets discouraged. 

Creswell, atransfer from Cal-Irvine, 
played in 26 games last season, in- 
cluding four as a starter, He led the 
team in three-point shooting percentage, 
scored 17 points in a loss to Michigan 
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State and expected to get some playing 
time at off-guard this year. However, 
like Lively, Creswell has been relegated 
to the bench, playing in less than half of 
the Cornhuskers’ games. 

Creswell is philosophical about his 
role. “It’s like, ‘Is the glass half full or 
half empty?’ he said. 

Creswell’s glass is half full, at least. 
“You've got to be optimistic.” he said. 
“Heck, there are a lot worse things 
going on right now. I’m in a quality 
program, ataschool I like, playing with 
people I like. I don’t have anything to 


worry about, and I’m getting a free 
education.” 

Plus, “this has taught me a valuable 
lesson in life. It builds character. You're 
not always going to get everything you 
want. You have to learn to deal with the 
hard times,” said Creswell. “If I were to 
sit and pout, I'd make myself miser- 
able. So I do the best I can in my role.” 

Creswell’s role is “to emulate other 
teams’ offenses in practice. And that’s 
what I do. I try to laugh, have fun and 
enjoy it.” 

Even though he rarely plays in 


Rather than pout, Lively has contributed to Nebraska's banner 
season by displaying a "team-first" attitude. 


games, Creswell doesn’t feel excluded 
from the team. “I think success breeds 
camaraderie,” he said. 

This year’s team is close-knit, unlike 
the group of a year ago, and that helps 
explain the Cornhuskers’ success, too. 
Winning demands that “the first player 
believes like the last player,” Creswell 
said. 

“Everybody wants to be a little part 
of the pie,” said Lively. 

Nee has praise for the only scholar- 
ship recruits who haven't gotten to play 
much this season. Their attitude “shows 
the class guys they are,” he said. “It’s 
been a compliment to them.” 

Sooner or later, every competitive 
athlete is faced with what Creswell and 
Lively have dealt with this season. 

“You're not always going to be on 
center stage,” Nee said. “That’s why 
it’s so important to keep things in per- 
spective.” 

In this case, perspective has an 
academic component. Neither Creswell 
nor Lively has lost sight of the fact that 
the basis for their being at Nebraska is 
educational as well as athletic. Lively 
has been named to the Big Eight Aca- 
demic Honor Roll twice, and Creswell 
carries a B average in his marketing 
major. 


FINISHING AROUND THE HORN... 

Creswell, who’s from Newport 
Beach, Calif., has personalized license 
plates on his car that say: “NU HOOP.” 
Last year, “I wondered if maybe I should 
have them,” he said. He was playing, 
but the Cornhuskers were losing. Now, 
even though he rarely gets to play, 
they’re winning, and “I’m proud when 
I drive around.” 

Nebraska’s dramatic turnaround has 
drawn considerable national attention, 
including a three-page story in the Feb. 
4 issue of Sports Illustrated, headlined: 
“A Husker Switcheroo.” The sub-head 
on the story, written by Sally Jenkins, 
says: “Suddenly, basketball is no longer 
a poor stepchild at football-mad Ne- 
braska.” 

Nee said he was pleased with the 
story, which was complimentary to his 
program. However, he said, he would 
have preferred that Jenkins focus a little 
more on his players than on him. “Sports 
Illustrated did its research,” Nee said 
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with a smile. “They went back 25 years 
for some of that.” 

Jenkins writes of Nee’s expulsion 
from Power Memorial Academy in New 
York City “at the end of his junior 
season for participating in a gang fight,” 
which followed a racial epithet directed 
at one of Nee’s basketball teammates 
— Lew Alcindor. 

Nee transferred to Fort Hamilton 
High in Brooklyn for his senior year, 
Jenkins wrote. Alcindor went on to 
become Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, an All- 
American at UCLA and one of the 
NBA’s all-time greats. 

Comhusker junior Tony Farmer said 
he enjoyed reading the Sports Ilus- 
trated story on himself and his team- 
mates, and he planned to give Nee a 
hard time about being expelled from 
high school. 

The Sports Illustrated story was 
well-timed, coming on the heels of 
Nebraska’s 111-99 victory against 
Oklahoma in Norman. The Sooners had 
won the last nine games between the 
schools and nine inarow from Nebraska 
at Lloyd Noble Arena. Last year’s score 
there was 105-64. 

Some Cornhusker fans suggested 
Nebraska fell victim to a Sports [llus- 
trated jinx the week the story was 
published. The day after the magazine 
hit the newsstands in Lincoln, Okla- 
homa State defeated the Cornhuskers 
at the Devaney Sports Center 81-68. 

Prior to the Oklahoma State game, 
Nebraska had moved in the nation ac- 
cording to United Press International 
rankings, and 11th according to the 
Associated Press. The loss to Oklahoma 
State ended a 10-game home winning 
streak, Nebraska’s longest under Nee. 

The Cornhuskers got national ex- 
posure of dubious value in their 86-69 
loss against Colorado at Boulder. That 
game was televised on the ESPN cable 
network. Nebraska, ranked 14th in the 
nation at the time, was looking for a 
school-record 15th consecutive victory. 
“We knew we were going to run into a 
wall sometime, but we were hoping it 
wouldn’t be on ESPN,” said senior 
guard Keith Moody. 

The Huskers have had problems 
when televised on ESPN. The Colo- 
rado loss was their seventh in a row. 

Redshirted freshman Eric 


Piatkowski set a school record by mak- 
ing six, three-point goals in the Corn- 
huskers’ 89-75 victory against Mis- 
souri at the Devaney Sports Center. 
Piatkowski led Nebraska scorers with 
22 points, despite playing only 25 min- 
utes in the game. 

Nebraska’s success has increased 
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fan interest. Through the Cornhuskers’ 
first 10 home games, attendance was 
up nearly 3,400 per game. The Sports 
Center average was 12,770. 

Junior Dapreis Owens was sidelined 
for three games with an ankle sprain 
but returned to action in a loss against 
Kansas in Lawrence. @ 


Downtown Lincoln’s unique new experience! 
We welcome you to stay with us, where you'll feel at home 
—yet be right around the corner from everything. 


e Enjoy dining in our new Phoenix Room — comfortable 
surroundings...comfortable pricing. 
@ Relaxin our new Oasis lounge. 


@ Unique rooftop pool. 


e@ Handy free parking for all guests. 
e Newly remodeled meeting facilities. 


OD, Lei /fuwe 


10th & “O” Streets 


in Downtown Lincoln 
For Reservations Call: (402) 476-0333 
In Nebraska Call Toll-Free: 800-233-7778 


Huskers Illustrated 29 


TECHNICALLY SPEAKING 


By Barry Dreayer 


There is asectioninthe 1991 NCAA 
rule book that contains a number of 
hypothetical situations complete with 
the official ruling in each case. Many of 
these are interesting and enlightening 
to college basketball fans. Here are 
some highlights... 


LOOK OUT, REF 

A player dribbles and tries to pass 
the ball to a teammate, but it strikes an 
official instead. The player then picks 
up the loose ball, dribbles a few times 
and sinks a |5-footer. Does the basket 
count? 

Ruling: No. Because the ball made 
contact with an official, the passer 
would not be able to retrieve it unless 
another player had also touched it. 
Otherwise, it is treated as a second 
dribble by the passer and he would be 
guilty of a double-dribble violation. So 
move out of the way, Mr. Official. 


CAN YOU TOUCH THIS? 

The Huskers scored a basket, and 
the opposing team is ready to throw the 
ball in. A Husker player is pressuring 
the inboundpass. The “inbounder” gets 
fancy and passes the ball to a teammate 
who is also standing behind the end line 
(a rare, but legal play). The Husker 
defender deflects this pass. Is this al- 
lowed? 

Ruling: No. A technical foul is 
whistled for touching a ball that is still 
out-of-bounds. Good defense is en- 
couraged but in this case he needs to 
suppress his normal instinct. 


LOOK OUT FOR THE PRESS PASS 

After an opponent's basket, a team 
inbounds the ball and is met by a 
pressing defense. Nine seconds elapse 
before a length-of-the-court pass 
(airborne for an additional two seconds) 
is thrown to an open teammate for an 
easy layup. Does it count? 

Ruling: No. The 10-second viola- 
tion will be called. The ball is considered 
to still be in the backcourt while “in 
flight” to the front court until it touches 
either a player or the court. The count is 
continued even after the ball passes 
through the “plane” of the midcourt 
line. 


GIVEN THE RUNAROUND 

A screen is set near the end line for 
an offensive player. He runs out of 
bounds underneath the basket and ap- 
pears in bounds on the other side. He 
then receives a pass and makes the 


baseline jumper. Are the points allowed? 
Ruling: No. A technical foul would 


be called on the player for going out of 


bounds for an unauthorized reason. This 
prevents players from hiding near the 
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court and then popping onto it to re- 
ceive a pass and make a shot. 


Oops 

At the beginning of a game, a con- 
fused player gathers a loose ball from 
the opening tap and shoots at the wrong 
basket. He is fouled and the ball goes 
in. What happens? 

Ruling: The basket does not count. 
The play had ended when the foul oc- 
curred. A shotattempt at an opponent's 
bucket is not considered a try for goal. 
and therefore, the shot is disallowed. 
The fouled player is entitled to free 
throws if his team is in the bonus or his 
team takes it out of bounds if the pen- 
alty does not yet apply. This play is 
also guaranteed to be shown on every 
sportscast that evening. 

Next time you are watching a tele- 
vised college basketball game, a 
commercial, “You Make the Call," 
might appear. If so, get ready to come 
out on top if they address one of the 
above situations. 


BACKCOURT 

Imagine a player dribbling the ball 
across the midcourt line. A couple of 
seconds later, he accidentally bounces 
the ball off his leg and it rolls back 
across the midcourt line, where he picks 
it up. That is an obvious backcourt 
violation. 

Sometimes it is not so apparent. To 
better understand the ins and outs of 
this infraction, some basic rules and 
definitions need to be reviewed. 

A team’s front court is the half of 
the playing area that contains their 
basket. It does not include the midcourt 
line, which is a part of the other half of 
the court, the backcourt. 

A ball is considered to be in the 
backcourt if it is touching that area or is 
in contact with a player who is still in 
the backcourt. A ball is in the front 
court when neither the ball, nora player 
in contact with the ball, is touching the 
backcourt. This explains why a point 
guard who straddles the dividing line 
when bringing the ball up court is not 
whistled for a violation. He is treated 
as being in the backcourt until he and 
the ball are entirely in the front court. 


Continued on page 46 
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1991 Recruiting Class 


Clester Johnson 


continued from pege 20 


Hardin is undecided about his 
major. His favorite athlete is his 
cousin, Mike Hardin, who plays for 
the Los Angeles Raiders. 
DEWAYNE HARRIS, 6-3, 230, 
OUTSIDE LINEBACKER, BESSEMER 
(LANIER), ALA. 

Harris was named the No. 10 
defensive end in the nation by Max 
Emfinger and also made Emfinger’s 
Alamiss Regional All-American 
squad, 

As a senior, Harris racked up 99 
solo tackles and 52 assisted stops. 
He had 23 tackles for losses and 
was credited with an amazing 24 
quarterback sacks. As a junior, 
Harris had 57 total stops and 19 
tackles for losses. 

Harris led the Tigers to the Class 
6A (largest) championship last 
season. Coming out of area 6A-12, 
Lanier sported a 12-3 overall record 
and ended the season ranked sixth 
in the state. Over the past four 
years, Lanier has won more games 
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than any other team in Alabama. 

“There's no doubt that Dewayne 
is a great impact player,” said 
Carrol Cox, who is in his 12th 
season as the Tiger head coach and 
is a three-time Alabama Coach of 
the Year. “He can honestly make 
the difference between a team 
winning a game or losing it. He’s 
that kind of a player.” Cox knows a 
lot about winning. His teams have 
made the playoffs seven times, 
including four of the last five years. 

Harris visited Alabama and 
Auburn before deciding on Ne- 
braska. 

“T wanted to get away from 
home,” said Harris. “I also felt a 
strong commitment from the 
Nebraska coaches about my 
schooling being very important. 
That meant a lot.” 

Harris, who has 4.6 speed and 
benches 315 pounds, enjoys playing 
Nintendo in his spare time. He is 
undecided about his major at 
Nebraska. 


CLESTER JOHNSON: 5-11, 185, 
QUARTERBACK, BELLEVUE (WEST), 
NEB. 

An all-around fine athlete, 
Johnson was rated No. 8 among 
quarterbacks that can both pass and 
run by Max Emfinger. Of all the 
players in Emfinger’s Midlands 
Region, Johnson was listed at No. 
24 with a rating of 9,52 out of 10. 

Johnson, who has 4.53 speed and 
benches 375 pounds, was an two- 
time All-Metro Conference per- 
former for Head Coach John 
Faiman’s Thunderbirds. He was 
named all-state following his senior 
year and was the Nebraska 
Gatorade Athlete of the Year. 
Johnson also participates in wres- 
tling and track, where he is an all- 
stater in the hurdles. But those who 
watch him on the gridiron know 
that he is an exceptional player. 

“Clester has the ability to both 
pass and run very well,” said Don 
Kohler of The Bellevue Leader. “If 
his primary receiver is covered, he 


can find an open receiver. If 
nothing is open, he will take off up 
the field and get good yardage. 
He’s a very special player.” 

Johnson, who also considered 
Iowa, Colorado, Indiana and 
Mississippi, chose Nebraska, 
“because when I visited the cam- 
pus, I was very impressed with the 
academic program.” 

Faiman feels Nebraska will be 
impressed with Johnson. “On the 
high school level, he was an 
excellent player and a great ath- 
lete,” the fifth-year coach said. 
“He'll fit in well at Nebraska.” 

Johnson plans on majoring in 
computer science at Nebraska. In 
his spare time, Johnson enjoys 
playing other sports. His favorite 
athlete is Joe Montana and he roots 
for the 49ers on Sundays. 

RALPH LOTT: 5-11, 170, WIDE 
RECEIVER/DEFENSIVE BACK, LIVE 
OAK (SUWANEE), FLA. 

Nicknamed “Suwanee’s Mr. 
Excitement” by The Jacksonville 
Times-Union, Lott led the Bulldogs 
to their fourth consecutive 3A (SA 
is largest) championship. How did 
he help his team? When the Bull- 
dogs trailed 17-0 in the season 
opener, he returned a kickoff 99 
yards, inspiring his team to a win. 
The next week, with :35 left in the 
first half, Lott made a leaping 41- 
yard touchdown catch to put his 
team in front. Three weeks later, 
Lott nabbed a 15-yard touchdown 
pass to win the game, 10-6. 

“He’s the kind of guy that you 
go to when the game is on the line,” 
said Matt Hayes of The Times- 
Union. “He’s always around the 
football. When he’s on offense, he 
makes the big catch. When he’s on 
defense, he dominates his territory. 
He’s unbelievable.” 

Lott was a two-time all-stater 
and named to the Super 24 Team, 
comprised of players from Georgia 
and Florida. He had more than 125 
career receptions, including 63 for 
1,165 yards and 15 scores as a 
junior. He also tied the school’s 
record for career kickoff returns for 
scores with 10. 

“He’s dangerous any time that he 


Dennis Martin 


is near the ball,” said Randy Lefko 
of The Live Oak Democrat. “He 
personally saved four of the 10 
games this year.” 

Suwanee finished with a 7-6 
record. Three of those losses were 
due to an ineligible player and the 
other three came at the hands of a 
SA school. 

“The Bulldogs could have easily 
beaten the 4A state champs,” Hayes 
continued. 

Lott has 4.45 speed in the 40. 
DENNIS MARTIN: 6-3, 245, 
DEFENSIVE LINEMAN, PITTS- 
BURGH (PERRY), PA. 

Martin is believed to be the first 
Nebraska recruit to ever come from 
the football-rich lands of western 
Pennsylvania. 

Born in Denmark, Martin tallied 
68 tackles and seven sacks this 
season for the | 1-1 Commadores. 
The three-year letterman and starter 
was also the team’s kicker, netting 
10 field goals in 1990. He was 
named All-State, All-Pittsburgh and 


All-East by Tom Lemming. 

“He’s extremely quick off of the 
ball,” said Commadore Head Coach 
Gus Catanese, in his | 1th season at 
Perry. “He plays the game of 
football in a very aggressive 
manner, but always stays under 
control. I know that he will do well 
at Nebraska. He has the speed, size 
and the overall quickness to make 
him a very good player for the 
Huskers.” 

Martin took trips to Kentucky, 
Georgia Tech, Maryland and 
Michigan State before committing 
to Nebraska. 

“T was very impressed with the 
coaching staff at Nebraska,” Martin 
said. “Nebraska also has a great 
football team. The surroundings of 
the college were comfortable and I 
really enjoyed the atmosphere in 
Lincoln.” 

Perry is traditionally one of the 
stronger schools in the Pittsburgh 
City League. Over the last four 
years, the Commadores have 
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compiled a 43-4 overall record. 
Martin, who has 4.85 speed in 
the 40 and benches 350 pounds, 
also plays basketball and partici- 
pates in track. His hobbies include 
fishing and running and his favorite 
professional athlete is Lawrence 
Taylor. At Nebraska, Martin is 
interested in computer science as a 
major. 
ABDUL MUHAMMED: 5-11, 170, 
WINGBACK, CARSON, CALIF. 
Muhammed was an explosive 
performer out of the backfield and 
helped lead the Colts to an 11-1 
record, en route to the 4A state title 
last season. He caught 55 passes for 
852 yards (an average of 15.5 yards 
per catch) and 18 touchdowns last 
season. He also rushed 30 times for 
over 300 yards, On defense, he 
picked off three passes at his 
cornerback spot. On special teams, 
he was the top kickoff returner in 
Los Angeles and one of the best at 
returning punts. His nickname 
might tell the whole story — “The 
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Little Rocket.” 

He was named All-West by Tom 
Lemming, “Best in the West” by 
The Long Beach Press-Telegram, 
All-State, all-league and All-Los 
Angeles. 

“He's a great athlete,” said 
Coach Jim Diamore, who took over 
for the winningest coach in Califor- 
nia history and second-winningest 
in the nation (Gene Vollnogle) last 
season after serving as an assistant 
for 17 years. “He can catch, run, 
tackle, return kicks or anything else 
that you ask him to do, He'll be a 
fine wingback for Nebraska.” 

At Carson, Muhammed played 
for one of the most successful 
programs in the nation. Over the 
past 19 years, the Colts have won 
the city championship 10 times and 
finished second on nine occasions. 

Muhammed, who has 4.5 speed. 
chose Nebraska over Miami, USC, 
UCLA, Oregon and Texas-El Paso. 

“I’ve always liked Nebraska,” 
Muhammed said. “They had the 


best program of any that I visited. 
When they offered me a scholar- 
ship, I gladly accepted.” 

At Nebraska, Muhammed plans 
on majoring in communications. 
Among his favorite hobbies is 
playing Nintendo. He lists his 
favorite professional athlete as 
Mark Carreon of the Chicago 
Bears. 

STEVE OTT: 6-4, 227, OFFENSIVE 
LINEMAN, HENDERSON, NEB. 

An offensive lineman for the L0- 
2 Huskies, Ott and his teammates 
powered their way into the Class C 
playoffs until a second-round loss 
derailed them. 

The four-year starter saw his 
school return to its winning ways in 
1990 after failing to reach the 
playoffs in the previous three 
seasons. Despite its recent setbacks, 
Henderson has a strong football 
tradition. The Huskies brought 
home the state championship in 
1981, 1982 and 1983. 

With his team using the I- 
formation on offense, Ott had 
plenty of blocking experience for a 
ground attack and should fit in well 
with Nebraska’s plans. 

“Since | am from Nebraska, it 
was the place for me to go,” Ott 
said. “I’ve always wanted to go 
there and now I have the chance.” 

Under the direction of Galan 
Kronhoffman, Henderson was 
ranked second in Class C until its 
loss in the playoffs. It ended its 
campaign as the fourth-rated team. 

Ott earned all-conference honors 
as a sophomore, all-state kudos as a 
junior and super-state recognition 
last season. Aside from football, Ott 
also participates in track by throw- 
ing the shotput and discus. 

Ott plans to go into business 
administration at Nebraska and 
hopes to find time for his hunting 
and fishing hobbies. He lists Joe 
Montana as his favorite profes- 
sional athlete. 

CHRISTIAN PETER: 6-2, 300, 
DEFENSIVE TACKLE, MIDDLETOWN 
(SOUTH), N.J. 


Peter could be one of the more 
fascinating stories of the 199] 
recruiting campaign. He only 
played one year of high school 
football due to dyslexia. He skipped 
the first grade and was forced to 
repeat his sophomore year due to 
problems brought on by dyslexia, 
but he has now mastered the 
problem. 

He is a phenomenal specimen. 
He has 20-inch biceps, thus the 
nickname “Mr. Ripple.” He has a 
30-inch vertical leap, benches 435 
pounds and squats 550 pounds. He 
has 4.8 speed in the 40. Outside of 
school, Peter plays ice hockey fora 
local club. 

“The scary thing is that he has 
only developed to about 25 percent 
of his true ability,” said Head 
Coach Bob Genarelli who, in his 
first season, led the Eagles to a 10- 
0-1 record and the Group 4 state 
championship. “It’s really difficult 
to describe everything about 
Christian. I can say that he is the 
strongest, most intense athlete that I 
have ever been around. In the right 
situation, he could be unbelievable. 
With Christian, we were the best 
team in New Jersey.” 

Peter, who chose Nebraska over 
Temple and Kentucky, said 
Nebraska’s academics won him 
over. 

“When I visited Lincoln, I could 
see that their academic support for 
athletes was serious and solid,” 
Peter said. “Nebraska has a very 
fine academic program.” 

In his spare time, he enjoys lifting 
weights and listening to rock music. 
His favorite professional team is the 
New York Giants while Lawrence 
Taylor ranks as his favorite athlete. 
At Nebraska, Peter plans on majoring 
in business. 

ROBERT SMITH: 6-4, 290, 
OFFENSIVE LINEMAN, EAST 
CHICAGO (CENTRAL), IND. 

Smith was an all-state player, 
according to UPI and The 
Bloomington Herald. He was also 
an all-area player and named to the 
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North-South All-Star roster. 
Perhaps his most impressive award 
was being named Region I (com- 
prised of 58 schools) MVP. He was 
the first offensive lineman to ever 
win the honor. 

“Robert has terrific explosive- 
ness off the ball,” said second-year 
Head Coach Dave Egofske. “He has 
fantastic strength (390-pound bench 
press and 505-pound squat) and a 
great ability to run for a kid of his 
size. There’s no doubt in my mind 
that Nebraska is getting a great 
football player.” 

Smith visited Purdue and 
Cincinnati before choosing the 
Huskers. 

“Nebraska really has a good 
school,” Smith said. “My parents 
and I liked the academic aspect of 
Nebraska. The Huskers are an 
excellent team. I feel that I can play 
and help the team win a bowl 
game.” 

Smith went out for baseball 
during his freshman year and may 
go out for the team again this 
season. If he does, he'll probably be 
the Cardinal first baseman. 

On the football field, one game 
stands out in Smith's mind. 

“My junior year, we were 
playing Bishop McNamara,” Smith 
recalled. “I returned a fumble 18 
yards and recorded four sacks. I 
was happy that I finally got to run 
with the ball.” 

In his spare time, he enjoys 
lifting weights. His favorite profes- 
sional team is the Chicago Bears 
and his favorite athlete is the Bears’ 
Mickey Pruitt, a frequent visitor to 
the Cardinal weight room. 

TOM STEER: 6-0, 185, ATHLETE, 
CRETE, NEB. 

A player that Tom Osborne said 
is being recruited as an athlete 
because of his versatility, Steer 
comes to Nebraska with some 
impressive statistics. 

In his career, Steer scored 43 
touchdowns and rushed for 3,200 
yards. This season, Steer ran for 


1,215 yards, had 11 receptions for 
106 yards and gained over 1,000 
yards returning punts and kickoffs. 
Steer, a two-time all-state selection 
and a three-year letterman and 
starter, established a Class B 
playoff rushing record by darting 
for 231 yards in 1989. This season, 
Mark Ward’s Cardinals were beaten 
in the first round of the playoffs by 
the eventual state champion. 

Steer is also extraordinary in 
track. Using his 4.5 speed, he won 
the 110-meter high hurdles, discus, 
javelin, shot put and high jump to 
win the Decathlon at The Athletics 
Congress National Age Group 
Championship in 1989. He was 
second in the state in the 300 
hurdles in 1990. 

Steer, who benches 240 pounds, 
also was considering Iowa State, 
Kansas State and South Dakota, but 
when it came time to make the 
choice, there was no doubt in 
Steer’s mind. 

“Coming from Nebraska, it’s 
hard to turn down an offer from the 
Huskers,” he said. “They have a 
great program for student-athletes 
and it’s very close to home.” 

Steer is looking into pursuing a 
degree in architecture or math at 
Nebraska. In his spare time, he 
enjoys hunting and fishing. His 
favorite athlete is Walter Payton. 
TONY VELAND: 6-2, 185, 
QUARTERBACK, OMAHA (BEN- 
SON), NEB. 

Veland is both a gifted athlete 
and student. He scored a 26 on his 
ACT and was contacted by several 
Ivy League schools before deciding 
on Nebraska in early January. 

His coach, Lonnie Tapp, de- 
scribed him as “A great athlete. 
He’s our quarterback, best defen- 
sive back, best punter (averaging 
over 40 yards per kick) and best 
punt return man. But he’s also a 
great student. His chemistry teacher 
said recently that Tony was the best 
student that he’s had in 25 years of 
teaching.” 


Veland was ranked No, 20 in the 
Midlands Regional Ratings by Max 
Emfinger. That list was comprised 
of players at all positions. 

Veland, who has 4.55 speed and 
benches 275 pounds, was a three- 
year starter at Benson. His sopho- 
more year, he was given the nod at 
safety. As a junior and senior, he 
was the quarterback and 
cornerback, earning second-team 
All-Metro and Super-State honors. 
But Tapp says the best is yet to 
come. 

“At our high school, he didn’t 
even scratch the surface of his 
abilities,” said Tapp, who will be an 
assistant coach for the South in this 
year’s Shrine Bowl. “When he is 
able to focus his abilities on one 


position, he will be tremendous.” 

Veland also participates in 
basketball, averaging 12 points per 
outing, and runs the 100 meters and 
throws the discus in track. 

After taking official visits to 
Iowa State and Nebraska, Veland 
chose the Huskers because of his 
familiarity with the Nebraska 
program. 

“I felt more comfortable there,” 
he said. “I knew some of the people 
and I was familiar with the coach- 
ing staff. | was also impressed with 
the academic support that the 
athletes receive.” 

Veland said that his favorite 
professional team is San Francisco. 
He will go into the engineering 
field at Nebraska. 


Pave with pizzazz! 


Curb appeal starts at the driveway and extends to the walkway, patio and the pool deck. 
Give your home that second glance with interlocking concrete pavers. You can mix and 
match a variety of shapes and colors that puts pizzazz in your paving. 


Pavers are set in sand so you can do it yourself or call for installer references. See our 


complete line of landscape products. 
In Omaha see. . . 


WATKINS 


CONCRETE BLOCK COMPANY 
14306 Giles Road 
Omaha, NE 68138 

(402) 896-0900 


In Lincoln see... 


a = sf 
A \\ 


Relmers Kaufman Concrete Products Co. 
6200 Cornhusker Hwy. 
Lincoln, NE 68529 
(402) 466-1953 


Huskers Illustrated 37 


I yV ele} S/.\miolbssKele! ¢ 


RECRUITING 
CLASS RATINGS 


By Clay Henry 


March 199] 


f the nation’s three or four top ex- 
[= on high school football talent 

are on target, Penn State faithful 
can book reservations for the Rose Bowl 
on Jan. 1, 1995. 

It appears the Nittany Lions were 
the big winners on February 6 when 
prep seniors signed NCAA letters of 
intent. They were followed closely by 
Michigan, Florida State and Washing- 
ton. 

Regionally, Colorado used its na- 
tional title to land what is billed as the 
top recruiting class of the Bill 
McCartney regime, Texas A&M was 
tops in the Lone Star State and Georgia 
edged Tennessee and Alabama in the 
Deep South. 

Among the disappointments, Notre 
Dame fell out of the top 10 for the first 
time in five seasons while Oklahoma 
and Nebraska failed to crack the top 20 
according to the nation’s three most 
visible recruiting services. 

Oklahoma was listed in a tie for 21st 
by Max Emfinger’s Houston-based 
scouting newsletter. Allen Wallace of 
SuperPrep, based in Costa Mesa, Ca- 
lif., did not rank OU in his top 20, nor 
did Phil Grosz of the G&W Report in 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Colorado was No. 4 by G&W, No. 8 


ac ee 
Paterno landed the nation's top 
class by emphasizing a move to 
the Big Ten and a trip to the 
Rose Bowl. 


in Super Prep and tied for No. 5 by 
Emfinger. 

Wallace, Emfinger and Grosz all 
gave the nod to Penn State for the 
recruiting national championship. 
However, The Dallas Morning News 
and The Sporting News thought 
Michigan had a slight edge. Some 
thought it was the best class ever signed 
by the Wolverines. But Emfinger did 
not list Michigan until ninth. 

Of course, Michigan and Penn State 
will find out which did a better job of 
recruiting in a few years. Penn State is 
moving to the Big Ten Conference, a 
fact the Lions highlighted in their re- 
cruiting pitch. It apparently worked. 

“Penn State recruited the best run- 
ning backs in the country, as a group, 
by far,’’ said Wallace. “Nobody is even 
close.” 

Penn State’s group is topped by run- 
ning back Stephen Pitts (6-foot-1, 190) 
of Middletown, N.J., and Ki-Jana Carter 
(6-1, 215) of Columbus, Ohio. 

The Lions also did well in the offen- 
sive line. They landed Andre Johnson 
(6-6, 285) of Southampton, N.Y., con- 
sidered the top tackle in the nation. 
Two other line signees were rated in the 
top 10 nationwide, according to 
SuperPrep. 

Michigan went for defensive line- 
men and hit it big. The best may be 
Trent Zenkewicz (6-5, 265) of Cleve- 
land, Ohio. Jamie Mignon (6-5, 240) of 
Appleton, Wis., was another top 10 
signee. 

Among the top dozen players listed 
by The Sporting News, Michigan 
nabbed three: Zenkewicz, tailback Ty- 
rone Wheatley (6-1, 205) of Dearborn 
Heights, Mich., and safety Deollo 
Anderson (6-1, 190) of Youngstown, 
Ohio. Anderson has not met Proposi- 


Notre Dame and Lou Holtz lost 
several potential players due to 
tougher admission standards. 
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tion 48 requirements. 

Florida State returns the bulk of a 
10-2 team, so it may be a year or two 
before the fruits of its excellent class 
show up in the lineup. But make no 
mistake, the Seminoles did well. 

Some thought Florida State landed 
the top four in-state players. And, the 
Seminoles definitely hit it big with of- 


fensive lineman Forest Conoly, a 6-7, 
330 pounder who started his prep ca- 
reer in Florida before moving to Con- 
necticut. 

More importantly, Florida State 
signed Marquette Smith of Winter Park, 
Fla. The 5-9, 190-pound Smith gained 
2,409 yards last year and was consid- 
ered the nation’s top running back. The 
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Seminoles also landed linebacker Der- 
rick Brooks from Pensacola, Fla., 
considered the nation’s top defensive 
player by USA Today. Washington, Pac- 
10 champ, gota little bit of everything, 
including a clean sweep in its own 
backyard. The Huskies also landed the 
top running back in California, Napo- 
leon Kaufman from Lompoc, and Or- 
egon lineman Trevor Highfield. 
Kaufman is still trying to meet Prop 48 
standards. 

Colorado loses a herd of talented 
and experienced seniors, but has re- 
loaded. USA Today said the Buffs 
landed 14 prep All-Americans and a 


Texas A&M won the 
battle in the fertile 
recruiting grounds in 
Texas for the second 
straight season. 


juco All-American among its 23 re- 
cruits. The Buffs had never signed more 
than seven prep All-Americans before. 
Among the headliners is option quar- 
terback Kordell Stewart of Marrero, 
La. Last year, Stewart passed for 923 
yards and 17 touchdowns and rushed 
for 924 yards and 23 touchdowns. 

Colorado, which was active nation- 
wide, also signed three standout run- 
ning backs in Thomas Barber, Kendall 
Bussey and Lamont Warren. 

Elsewhere in the Big Eight Confer- 
ence, Oklahoma and Nebraska pro- 
duced solid if not spectacular classes. 
Oklahoma State came up with some 
spectacular speedsters, but lacked beef 
up front. 

On the downside, Iowa State signed 
just 16 players, the fewest in the league. 
Ten were from either lowa or Nebraska 
where the Cornhuskers and Hawkeyes 
had first pick. 

Texas A&M won the battle in the 
fertile recruiting grounds in Texas for 


the second straight season. The Aggies 
signed three of the top five Texas pros- 
pects, including defensive lineman Sam 
Adams of Houston. The 6-3, 265-pound 
Adams recorded 23 sacks last year. 
However, Adams has yet to earn a pass- 
ing Prop 48 score. 

The big surprise in the Southwest 
Conference might have been Baylor, a 
clear No. 2 with Texas, Rice and Ar- 
kansas next in line. Texas didn’t get the 
marquee players, but did sign 14 im- 
pressive linemen. 

It’s hard to call a Notre Dame class 
anything but great, but it wasn’t a typi- 
cal group for the Irish. There were 


"When Coach Lou 
Holtz came to visit 
me, He said he 
didn't want me to be 
another Rocket," 
Miller said. "He 
wanted me to be 
better." 


several reasons: No. I, Notre Dame 
toughened admission standards which 
eliminated many of the top prospects; 
No. 2, all the speculation concerning 
Head Coach Lou Holtz also had an 
impact. 

But the Irish were not without plums. 
They lost Rocket Ismail to the NFL, but 
that was the key to Mike Miller’s deci- 
sion in choosing Notre Dame. The 5-7, 
160 pound wide receiver had 1,737 all- 
purpose yards last year at Sugarland, 
Texas. The Dallas Morning News rated 
Miller as the nation’s No. I prospect 
overall. 

“When Coach Lou Holtz came to 
visit me, he said he didn’t want me to be 
another Rocket,’’ Miller said. “He 
wanted me to be better. If Rocket hadn’t 
left, the chances of me going there were 
slim, When he left, that opened up the 
door for me.”’ 

Recruiting guru Tom Lemming of 
Shaumburg, IIl., rated Notre Dame 14th, 
but said the Irish did not sign one mem- 
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Bussey was one of two Parade All-Americans signed by Colorado. 


ber of the 10 offensive line prospects 
from its original list. Penn State and 
Michigan stole most of them. 

In the Southeastern Conference, 
Georgia did well in head-to-head battles 
with UPI National Champion Georgia 
Tech and also landed quarterback Eric 
Zeier of Marietta, Ga. The 6-1 Zeier, 
rated as the nation’s top QB by some 
publications, passed for 2.474 yards 
and 28 TDs with just four interceptions 
last year. 

Tennessee. Alabama, Auburn and 
Florida also did well, but Coach Jackie 
Sherrill’s first Mississippi State class 
was considered very mediocre at best. 

In fact, Tennessee made the most 
hay of almost anyone in the country 
over the 48 hours just ahead of signing 
day. The Volunteers secured commit- 
ments from two of the nation’s top 
defensive linemen in Antonio Robinson 
of Memphis and Leslie Ratliffe of 
Newport, Ark. In similar fashion, Ala- 
bama swayed tightend Dameian Jeffries 
of Sylacauga, Ala., from a previous 
commitment to Auburn. 

In the Atlantic Coast Conference, 
North Carolina managed to land most 
of what was a solid year in-state to edge 
Virginia. The Tar Heels also landed a 
pair of Pennsylvania stars. 

Georgia Tech did well, too, landing 
quarterback Donnie Davis, a 6-2, 190- 
pounder who threw fora national record 
4.456 yards and 45 touchdowns in 
leading Burlington, N.C., to a state 
Class 3A championship. 

In the Big Ten, Michigan landed 
eight Parade All-Americans. [linois 
was next with at least one standout at 
each position category. Michigan State 
was third, going heavy for defensive 
standouts. 

The big loser in the Big Ten was 
Ohio State. The Buckeyes had the best 
class in the league last year, but fin- 
ished sixth this year. 

In the Pac-10, Washington's only 
question mark en route to a clear cut 
victory over Southern Cal is how the 
Huskies will fare when Prop 48 grades 
are finished. Several of the top UW 
signees have yet to qualify. USC was 
next. 

The big disappointment in the Pac- 
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Moeller 
ignores the 
recruiting 
ratings, even 
though some 
tabbed his 
Wolverines as 
No. 1 
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Please send me _ BACK ISSUE BONANZA Packages. | understand I'll receive 
at least 30 back issues along with a FREE copy of ‘‘Devaney and Friends’’ with each 
$49.95 order. My method of payment is indicated below. 


Li Check or Money Order [| Charge my credit card: 
Card No./Exp. Date: 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 

STATE & ZIP 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED, P.O. Box 83222 « Lincoln, Nebraska 68501 


‘| VISA ‘| MasterCard 
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10 was Arizona, which had to have a 
quarterback but came up empty. They 
lost a commitment from Wilson Scott 
(to Arkansas) in the final hours. 

In the Western Athletic Conference, 
Brigham Young came away the win- 
ner, as usual, The Cougars landed quar- 
terback John Walsh and running back 
Mark Atuaia, the latter from Hawaii. 
Walsh passed for 3,690 yards against 
tough competition at tradition-rich 
Carson, Calif. 

San Diego State, with wide receiver 
Darnay Scott and linebacker Fred Har- 
ris, was the only other WAC member to 
rival BYU’s class. Wyoming did beat 
Colorado for Boulder linebacker Jesse 
Lowe. The big loser was Texas-El Paso, 
which went after some of the top players 
in Texas, but wound up with a lot of 
seconds. 

Among the major independents, 
Miami finished behind Penn State, 
Florida State and Notre Dame. The 
disappointment here was Louisville. 
The Cardinals could not capitalize on 
an impressive showing in the Fiesta 
Bowl. They came away with what most 
experts considered an average class. 

However, the verdict is still out on 
almostall of these top recruiting classes. 
Michigan Coach Gary Moeller chose to 
ignore the hoopla of signing day. 

“T really don’t know about these 
ratings for recruiting classes,’* Moeller 
said. “I’ve heard some of them say 
Michigan is No. 1, but, heck, just be- 
cause the media says you are first 
doesn’t mean you are going to finish 
first. 

“T don’t remember if Miami ever 
had a No. | class, but I do know they 
won a national championship.” 

That is one reason Penn State does 
not announce high school signees. 
Coach Joe Paterno instituted that policy 
in hopes of keeping a lid on expecta- 
tions. 

Plus, many of the top players are still 
sweating test scores. Of the top 200 
players in Lemming’s rating service, 
70 lacked the required score. Nine of 
the 24 first-team USA Today All- 
Americans have yet to qualify. They 
have until August to pass either the 
ACT (18) or the SAT (700) and must 
also finish with a 2.0 grade point of 
core courses. 


IN-DEPTH Bios AM 
OF Tne Newest HORM 


YES! Please send me 12 months (18 issues) of 


Huskers Illustrated for only $39.90. 

This is a:.JNew LC] Renewal Order (Attach Magazine Label) 

CCheck enclosed [)Charge my credit card (CIBillme 
OVisa C MasterCard 


Card # 
Exp. Date 


| Tee Btacn Suers .’ 
Are Honcrv? 


Name 
Address 
City 
State Zip. 

Mail to: Huskers Illustrated, P.O. Box 83222, Lincoln, NE 68501 


LETTERS 


TECHNICALLY SPEAKING 


Continued from page 9 


ceived and given due considereation. 
After publishing 18 issues per year for 
the last 10 years on nothing but the 
Huskers, we appreciate and will try to 
incorporate any valid ideas submitted. 
Thanks for the ideas! 


SPECIFICS 
Dear Huskers: 

I would like to buy the media guides 
from the years 1977, 1983 and 1985. 
These three will complete my set. 

If any fellow Husker fans can help, 
please contact me. Thanks. 

Larry Hendricks 
Box 426 
Cozad, Neb. 69130 


Larry, if your fellow subscribers do not 
have the media guides, you may want to 
contact the Nebraska Bookstore in Lin- 
coln at (402) 476-0111. 


We want to hear your comments and 
answer your questions. Please address 
them to Letters, P.O. Box 83222, Lin- 
coln, Nebraska 6580]. 


Conlinued from page 30 


as being in the backcourt until he and 
the ball are entirely in the front court. 

What happens when a player leaps 
from one half of the court to the other? 
His status in the air is the same as it was 
when he was last in contact with the 
floor. The same holds true fora ball that 
is airborne. Where it last touched the 
floor, ora player, determines whether it 
is in the front court or backcourt. 

With all this in mind, let’s take a 
look at the backcourt violation. If a 
team has control of the ball in the front 
court, no player on that team can touch 
the ball! if it goes into the backcourt, 
unless an opposing player has also 
touched it. So if a player in the front 
court passes the bali to a teammate, but 
it is deflected by an opponent into the 
backcourt, any player can pick up the 
ball without fear of a violation. 

What happens if a player in the 
backcourt passes to a teammate who 
catches it while leaping from the front 
court into the backcourt? A violation 
will be whistled. The in-flight player is 
considered to still be in the front court 
while catching the ball (because that is 


where he was last in contact with the 
floor), but when he lands in the 
backcourt, he has broken the rule. 

Consider when a player in the front 
court passes to a teammate who catches 
the ball while leaping from the 
backcourt into the front court. This is 
also a violation. When he has posses- 
sion of the ball while airborne, he is 
treated as still being in the backcourt. 
Therefore, his team will lose posses- 
sion. 

If in the above example, the airborne 
player was catching the ball from a 
jump ball at center court, he would not 
be guilty of a backcourt violation. The 
rules provide leeway during a jump ball 
situation. 

The backcourt violation is a bit more 
complicated than one initially per- 
ceives. With players sailing over and 
straddling the midcourt line, the call or 
no-call can be confusing. 

Barry Dreayer is the president and 
founder of TeachMeSports, an At- 
lanta-based company that conducts 
seminars on being an informed specta- 
tor of basketball, football and baseball. 
For more info., (800) 726-3442.8 


Improve Your Footing 


On The Corporate Ladder. 


Nothing fits business like Allen-Edmonds. And at the Allen-Edmonds Company 
Store, they fit your budget, too. Our near-perfect Allen-Edmonds seconds are 


25% less than first-quality, in sizes 5-18, AAAA-EEE. 
Or choose from our many first-quality brands for 
men and women. All fitted by trained shoe profes- 
sionals. The Allen-Edmonds Company Store. A 


great business decision. 
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Allen 
Edmonds 


Company Store 
Old Mill Shopping Center, 10862 W. Dodge Rd., Omaha, NE 68154. 
Mon.-Fri. 9-8, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 12-5 (402) 493-3500 FAX (402) 493-5134 


you're near a touch tone phone. 

Dial 342-BANK today for a free demon- 
stration, You'll see how easy Touch ‘Tone 
Banking can be. Then complete and mail the 
coupon below for more information and an 
enrollment package. Try Touch ‘lone Bank- 
ing today. Paying bills has never been easier. 


Toll - free 1-800-444-2719 
34). 


Touch Tone Banking Hours MON-SAT 
6 AM-— Midnight /SUN 9 A.M.-7 PM 
Customer Service Representanves availabie MON-FRI § A.M. 5:30 P.M. 


It Pays The Bills 


Introducing Touch Tone Banking, 


Touch ‘Tone Banking from First National Bank of Omaha is the convenient way to pay bills by phone. Sign up for 
Touch Tone Banking, and start paying bills from your kitchen. . . your office. . . even when you're on vacation. Anyume 
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No Wonder They Call Us First. 


first national bank 


= 
Please send more information about ‘TouchTone Banking and an enrollment form. 


MAIL. COUPON TO 


doe Phe HT WA * 


T currently have a checking account ~~ Name 
with First National Bank of Omaha. 
Address 


I don’t currently have a checking 
account with First National Bank of 
Omaha, but I'm interested in learning City 
more about your checking plans. 

Phone 


of omaha | 


Bet sory A Wt 


LEE SAPP 
ENTERPRISES 


THE NAME YOU CAN TRUST 


LEE SAPP LEASING, INC. LEE SAPP INSURANCE, INC. 
9902 S. 148th St. 9904 S. 148th St. 
Omaha, NE 68138 Omaha, NE 68138 

(402) 895-3113 - 895-0990 


a FORD AUTHORIZED LEASING S i= Poss nse 


LEE SAPP FORD-MERCURY ASHLAND STATE BANK 
1602 Silver St. 2433 Silver St. 
Ashland, NE 68003 Ashland, NE 68003 
(402) 944-3367, Ashland (402) 944-2111, Ashland 
(402) 789-7155, Lincoln (402) 341-5123, Omaha 
(402) 342-6767, Omaha 


| 
NesraQOnt. INC. 


[mercury] 
19001 Fishery Rd. 
Gretna, NE 68028 
(402) 332-3313 


